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ILLINOIS CROP SUMMARY 
1964--A Near Record Crop Year: Illinois’ 1964 all crop 
production index at 
115 was nine points below the 1963 index, but the second 
highest on record. The high level of production in 1964 
occurred in spite of frequently adverse weather conditions 
throughout much of the State, and especially in the south- 
ern half of Illinois. Alfalfa hay provided the only record 
yield but most crop6 yielded near or above averageShift- 
ing of acreage to crop producing larger gross returns was 
a significant factor among those responsible for this year’s 
large aggregate production. Field activities were ham- 
pered by rain only during early spring plowing, and seed- 
ing of oats. Precipitation generally was below normal the 
remainder of the growing season and field activity moved 
along rapidly. Crops were harvested with essentially no 
delays. Illinois’ 1964 crops, including fruits, vegetables, 
and seeds, were valued at 1.45 billion dollars, 6.4 per- 
cent less than 1963 crops. Changes in season average 
prices compared with 1963 were mixed, with soybean 
prices considerably higher and wheat substantially lmer 
than 1963 prices. Five crops accounted for 97.5 percent 
of the value of all crops harvested. Corn made up 55.4 
percent of the 1964 crop value; soybeans, 27.0 percent ; 
all hay, 6.5 percent; wheat, 6.2 percent; and oats, 2.4 
percent. 
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1964 in Review: 1964 was the third consecutive “dry ” 
B 
ear in Illinois. Annual precipitation 
was less thanthe I 3 l-60 average in all districts of Illinois 
in 1963 and 1964. January 1964 precipitationwasbelow 
normal in all districts.Temperaturs averaged well above 
normal and for much of Northern Ill inoisitwasthewarm- 
est January since 1944. Precipitation continued below 
normal through February, and for most of Illinois, this 
was the seventh month of below normal moisture.It was 
driest in the North with a gradual increase inmonthlyto- 
tals southward. Temperatures were slightly above nor - 
mal in the North, near normalCentral, andbelownormal 
in the South. March opened with dry, mild weather, but 
by mid-month sufficient rainfall for immediate needs had 
occurred in southern areas. Generous precipitation was 
common throughout the State by the end of the month. 
More than twenty inches of snow in the North was about 
three times the March average of previous years and ve y 
close to a new March record. Temperatures wereone to 
two degrees below normal North and Central,and near nor- 
mal in the South. Warm weather, coupled with well above 
normal rainfall except in the southern fourth ofthe State, 
characterized most of April. Heavy rainfall during much 
of April kept fieldwork at a minimum, but growers man- 
aged to finish oat seeding by the end of the month-- 
several days ahead of average. Field activity advanced 
rapidly during the month of May as weather conditions 
were extremely dy throughout the State. All areas of 
the State received well below normal precipitation in 
May with most of the upper mid-section of the State re- 
ceiving only 15 to 20 percent of normal rainfall. By the 
first of June over 95 percent of the intended corn acreage 
was planted-- about ten‘days ahead of average. Eighty 
percent of the soybean acreage was planted bythe end of 
May and essentially all of the wheat crop was headed. 
June rainfall was near normal in the northern half of 
Illinois and one to two inches short in Southern Illinois. 
Heavy thunderstorms accounted for much of the precipi- 
tation and hail damage was reported on four consecutive 
days, June 19 through 22. Wheat harvest advanced rap- 
idly in late June and early July and by July 10th wasover 
90 percent completed in the State. Precipitation was 
general during the first part of July, but the final totals 
were above normal only in the far North, were near nor- 
mal in Central Illinois, and below normal in the’ South. 
Late July marked the start of along period of rainless days 
for much of Southern Illinois. Temperatures averaged 
near or slightly below seasonal normals, although maxi- 
mums of 90 degrees F or above were common during the 
latter half of the month. Oat harvest beganthe last week 
in June and was delayed during July in major northemoat 
growing areas, where wet and humid conditions existed. 
By the end of July, crops were maturing about a week 
ahead of average. August was still another month ofbe- 
low normal precipitation. Central and southern areas 
suffered most when no rains of consequence fell until 
after mid-month. Temperatures rose to near recordhighs 
in early August, often exceeding 100 degrees F,a.nd then 
fell to near record lows in mid-August, lowering the 
monthly average to about one degree below normal in the 
South and three degrees below in the North. Prospects 
for corn and soybeans declined rapidly during early 
August due to the extreme temperatures and moisture 
shortages in the southern half of Illinois, and by mid- 
month,deterioration had edged its way-intonorthern sec- 
tions. 
No helpful precipitation occurred during September 
until mid-month. Heavy rains during a ten-day period 
late in the month increased the total to about normal 
over most of the State. Temperatures for the month av- 
eraged near normal. Soybean harvest generally gottmder- 
way the second week of September and was nearly com- 
pleted by October 20Com harvest startedthe first week of 
September and was virtually completed by November 20. 
October was the driest on record and many areas of 
the State received no measurable precipitation. Normal 
precipitation for October is near three inches throughout 
the State. Wheat seeding was essentially completed by 
November 1 and much of the crop had germinated.Winter 
wheat, other small grains and legume seedingsentered 
the winter in good condition. 
Corn Production Hi& A corn crop of 711 million bushels 
was produced in Illinois in 1964. 
This was the second largest crop on record, being 5 per - 
cent below the previous year’s record production but 10 per- 
cent above the 1958-62 average. Yield at 78 bushels per 
acre has been exceeded only by the record 85 bushels in 
1963 and 83 bushels in 1962. The corn cropwasgrown on 
9. I million acres, 3 percent more than 1963 and 2 per- 
cent more than average. 
Soybean Production: A soybean crop of 145 million bush- 
els was produced on Illinois farms. 
This was 12 percent below the record 1963 cropbut 2 per- 
cent abwe the 1958-62 average. The acreage harvested 
for beans at 5.8 million acres, was up 4 percent from the 
previous year and more than a half million acres larger 
than average. The 1964 yield of 25.0 bushels per acre 
was the lowest since 1955 and 4.5 bushels below the rec- 
ord yield reached in 1963. 
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Oat Production Declines: Oat production at 56 million 
bushels was 29 oercent smaller 
than the 1963 crop and 43 percent below &rage. This 
was the smallest production since 1934. Yield at fifty 
bushels per acre was 1 bushel below average and down 7 
bushels from the record hi& obtained in 1963. 
Wheat Production Above &erage: Winter wheat produc- 
tion at 66.8 million 
but 32 percent above average. The crop was grown on 
1.8 million acres, compared to the average of 1.6 mil- 
lion. Yield at 37 bushels per acre was 3 bushels below 
the 1963 record yield. 
Hay Production Holds Steady: Hay production amounts 
to 4.1 million tons, the 
same as the 1963 crop. The crop was producedon slightly 
less acreage than in 1963, but yield per acrewas higher. 
bushels was 4 percent below last year’s near record crop 
ILLINOIS LIVESTOCK AND POULTRY INVENTORY - JANUARY i, 1965 
Livestock Inventory Value Down: The January i, 1965 in- 
ventory value of Illinois 
livestock and poultry was 675,782,OoO dollars--7 percent 
below a year earlier largely as the result of the.lowerunit 
value for cattle. The total value of the cattle inventory 
declined 10 percent, the hog inventory was down i per- 
cent while the sheep inventory increased i percent from 
January 1, 1964. The total value of the chicks inventory 
increased 3 percent and the turkey inventory value was 
up IO percent from a year earlier. 
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Cattle Numbers Down i Percent: All cattle and calves on 
Illinois farms on Janu- 
arv 1. 1965 totaled 3.938.ooO head--down one nercent 
from ‘a year earlierbut unchanged from the 1959-6; aver- , 
age. Cows and heifers two years old and older kept for 
milk declined 6 percent from January I, 1964 and were 
19 percent below the 1959-63 average. Heifers kept for 
milk one to two years of age were 5 percent lower than 
a year earlier. Beef cows and heifers two years old and 
over were 3 percent above January 1, 1964 and ?12 per- 
cent above the S-year average. Beef heifers one to two 
years old were 7 percent below January I last year. The 
average value per head for all cattle was $118compared 
to $129 January 1 last year and $1.4Othe 1959-63 average. 
Hog Population~Declinesr Hogs on Illinois farms muii- 
bered 7,480,OOO on January 1, 
1965-,8 percent below the record high level of January I , 
1964, but about unchanged from the 1959-63 average of 
7,490,OOO head. The average value per head of hogs on 
farms January i was $25.70. This compareswith$23.80 
a vear earlier and a five-vear average of $27.40. 
Sheep Numbers Off 6 Percent: Sheep-and lambs onIllinois 
farms January 1,i965 num- 
bered 574,000 head. This was 6 percent less than ayear 
earlier and 20 percent below average.Stcck sheep totaled 
451,OOO--down 5 percent from January I,1964 and 19 per- 
cent below the five-year average.1llinoi.s stock sheep on 
January 1 consisted of 322,000 ewes over one year old, 
67,000 ewe lambs, 22,000 rams over one year old, 9,000 
wether and ram lambs, and I, 000 wethers Over one year. 
Sheep and lambs on feed (including those in commercial 
feed lotij declined 8 percent from a year earlier to 
123,000 head. The average value of stock sheep per head 
was $13.80 on January 1, 1965 compared with $12.90 a 
year earlier. 
Farm Chicken Numbers Decline 2 Pementr Chickens ,on 
Illinois farms 
totaled 9,872,OOO, January 1 1965, including 3.9 mil- 
lion hens and 5.8 million pdlets. Chicken numbers 
declined 2 percent from a year earlier and 23 percent 
from the 1959-63 average. The January 1 turkeyinven- 
toy stood at 70,000 birds, compared with 67,000 one 
year earlier and the 1959-63 average of 68,000. Of the 
total turkeys on hand January I, 36,000 were breeder 
hens, up from 32,000 at the beginning of the previous 
year. The average value of chickens on farms January 1 
was $1.05 per head, while turkeys averaged $4.35 per 
bird. 
Egg Production: Illinois layers produced 1,857 million 
eggs in 1964--175 million less than 
1963. The number%f layers on farms in 1964 was 
8,714,OOO head--nine percent less than in 1963. 
Record Milk Production Per Cow: Average milk produc- 
tionper’cow in Illinois 
cl imbed to a record high of 8,670 pot&as in 1964 while 
total production at 4,144 million pounds was 1 percent 
below 1963. Milk cow numbers at 478,000 head con- 
tinued to drop at a rapid rate--declined 5 percent during 
the previous twelve months. 
1964 Illinois Pig Crop Down 6 Percent: The 1964 Illinois 
pig crop totaled 
12,306,OOO head--6 percent smallerthan but 2 per- 
cent larger than the 1958-62 average. The 1964 crop, 
produced by I, 743,000 SOWS, averaged 7.06 pigs per litter. 
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DISTRPBUTION OF DLLINOPS LIVESTOCK AND POULTRY PRODUCTPON~ 
SPRONG SOWS FARROWED 
DECEMBER 9963 - MAY 1964 
FALL SOWS FARROWED 
JUNE - NOVEMBER 1964 - 
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1 CASH RECEIPTS FROM CROPS AND LIVESTOCK 
I ILLINOIS, 1963 
b i Commodity Dollars (million) qo of total 
I 
;. crops 
.’ Corn 517 22.8 
A .: Soybeans 393 17.3 
r Wheat 126 5.5 <’ 
;:, Oats 
1 19 
Other Crops 
3:: 
,. Total 1.12 50.3 
;. 
; Livestock and 
.I Livestock Products 
Cattle 462 20.4 
Hogs 437 19.3 
Dairy Products 148 f%@ 6 1.: 
Other Livestock 1:4 
Total 49.7 
Total receipts 2,267 100.0 
Reporting Service 
ILI.INOIS CASH FARM INCOME BY COMMODITIES 1963 
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Cash Receipts in Illinois: Cash receipts are a measure of source of cash receipts--comprising 22.8 percent of the 
farmers’incomes. In 1963 the 
value of sales from all crops made up 50.3 percent of to- 
total. Second place went to cattle with 20.4 percent, 
tal cash farm income in Illinois, while the value of sales 
while hogs and soybeans took third and fourth place re- 
from livestock and livestock products contributed the re- 
spectively with 19.3 and 17.3 percent. Receipts from 
maining 49.7 percent. Corn provided the largest single 
these four commodities made up almost’four-fifths of 
Illinois’ cash farm income in 1963. 
ILLINOIS POSITION IN THE NATION ‘S AGRICULTURE 
Commodity group Date 
or related Unit 
commodity 
U. S, total f/ Illinois total 
Illinois as per- Illinois’ rank 
cent of U. S. 
t0 
among 
total states 
Cash receipts 
from.farm mktgs. 
Crops 1964 Dollars 6.3 
Livestock 1964 
3 
Dollars 
16,819,616,000 1,065,752,000 
Total 
5.6 
1964 Dollars 
19,928,691,000 1,120,812,000 
36,748,307,000 2,186,564,000 6.0 : 
Major crops 
Soybeans C rn 
Oats 
Wheat 
1964 
1964 
1964 
“,::kt; 699,882,OOO 144,950,000 20.7 1 
3,548,604,000 
Bushels 
20.0 2 
Bushels 
881,891,OOO 
710,892,OOO 
6 56,150,ooo 6.4 
1,290,468,000 66,822,OOO 5.2 7 
Livestock and 
Poultry 
Cattle on farms 1964 Head Fed cattle mktd. 106,915, ooo 3,938,OOO 3.7 11 
1964 Head 
Pigs saved 
4 
Sheep on farms 
1964 Head 
z/ 16,731,OOO 1,240,ooo 
88,283,OOO 12,306,OOO 137:; 2 
Chickens on farms 
1964 Head 
1964 26,648,OOO Head 375,4 1,ooo 574,000 2:2 9,872,OOO .6 :: 
Milk production 1964 Pounds 126,439,000,000 4,144,0OO,ooo~ 3.3 9 
Egg production 1964 Number 64,353,000,000 1,863,000,000 2.9 14 
I/ 48 contiguous Stares unless otherwise noted. 2/ 28 States 
